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SUBJECT:
THE TRAGEDY IN THE USA

We have just received a letter from Kaushika Amin, Secretary to the Commission on British Muslims and Islamophobia, about the recent tragic events in the USA.  The Commission expresses its deep sadness at the loss of life as a result of the bombings and offers condolences to those who have lost relatives and loved ones.

They are concerned that reporting of the incidents in some of the media is taking an Islamophobic stance in creating an atmosphere in which many Muslims are feeling intimidated or have received verbal abuse and threats.  They are particularly concerned about the effect that this may have on children and young people – Muslim and non-Muslim - both generally and while at school as a result of a distorted portrayal of Islam and Muslims.

Aberdeen City is committed to developing an atmosphere of respect for and inclusion of, all people, regardless of race, culture, or religion, and to developing a climate in which diversity is valued.  Please continue to be vigilant for any suggestion of intimidation or verbal abuse to our young people.

The Commission on British Muslims and Islamophobia has sent us a copy of a brief statement about the tragic incidents, and a copy of a press release.  I have attached both of these for your information and would be grateful if you would draw them to the attention of staff.

I have also attached some materials that concern ways of understanding and talking to young people about disasters.  They will be helpful for teachers and community education staff generally and for Guidance staff in particular.  I would appreciate it if you could also draw these to the attention of relevant staff.

Thank you for your help.

JOHN STODTER
Director of Education
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