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International Conference 

Visual Impairment, Communication and Autism Spectrum Disorder 

Glasgow 


24 and 25 October 2007

Some children with a visual impairment also exhibit behaviour on the autism disorder spectrum.

This conference will describe the behaviour traits which define autism spectrum disorder and consider the appropriate learning and communication environments for children and young people affected by both conditions.

Special guest: Internationally renowned pianist, 

Derek Paravicini, who is autistic and blind.

To book a place at this conference:

Call: 0131 311 8511/8523

Or email: Jo.Berry@rnib.org.uk or Mary.Dallas@rnib.org.uk

Or visit: www.rnib.org.uk

Conference fee £80.00 Parents £20.00

This conference is a partnership event by the Scottish

Executive, Glasgow City Council Education Services

and RNIB Scotland.

Pre Conference Event 

Wednesday 24 October 2007 

Venue: Hazelwood School, Dumbreck, Glasgow

6.00 - 8.30 p.m. - 

Lord Provost's Evening Reception 

Recital featuring the internationally renowned pianist, 

Derek Paravicini, who is autistic and blind. 

Tour of the recently opened purpose-built Hazelwood School led by 

Monica McGeever, Head Teacher, 

Conference

9.15 - 3.30: Thursday 25 October 2007

Venue: Parish Halls, 266 George Street,  Glasgow G1 1QX

Speakers 

· Robin McKendrick, Scottish Executive

· Naomi Dale, Consultant Clinical Psychologist, Great Ormond Street Hospital

· Michael McCreadie, Depute Principal Daldorch House School and Continuing Education Centre, National Autistic Society
· Professor Aline-Wendy Dunlop, Director, National Centre for Autism Studies, University of Strathclyde

· Professor Gordon Dutton, Consultant Paediatric Ophthalmologist, Yorkhill Hospital for Sick Children, Glasgow

· John Legg, Director, RNIB Scotland

Workshop topics

A. Background to research and practical strategies for working with children who have autism spectrum disorder and blindness. 

B. Design for learning: adapting the environment to support the learning needs of pupils with autism. 

C. The Scottish Autism Network: how networking can improve support to individuals and families. 

Title: Visual Impairment, Communication and Autism Spectrum Disorder Conference

International Conference

A Partnership Event: Scottish Executive Glasgow City Council Education Services

RNIB Scotland

Provisional Programme Details

Date: Wednesday 24 and Thursday 25 October 2007

Venue: Wednesday Hazelwood School for Pupils with Complex Difficulties and Visual Impairment Dumbreck, Glasgow/ and Thursday Parish Halls, Glasgow

Participants:  Senior Education Officers

Teachers of the Visually Impaired

Societies of the Blind

HMIE

RNIB

Autism Networks

SENSE Scotland

Other Voluntary Organisations

Wednesday 24 October 2007 - Pre Conference event

6.00 - 8.30 Hazelwood School - Lord Provost's Evening Reception 

Drinks and Canapés

Introduction  - Speaker Margaret Orr

Welcome: Lord Provost or Education Convenor

Tour of School - Monica McGeever, Head Teacher, Hazelwood School, Glasgow

Recital  - Derek Paravicini Internationally renowned Pianist who has Autism and Blindness supported by Adam Ockelford RNIB

Thursday 25 October 2007  Parish Halls 266 George Street, Glasgow G1 1QX

Chair –Executive Director of Education, Glasgow City Council

8.30 - Registration and coffee

9.15 – 10.00 Three Workshops run Simultaneously

	Workshop 1

Anne Yelland Educational Psychologist Glasgow, Monica McGeever Head Teacher Hazelwood School Glasgow, Elspeth Singleton Speech Therapist 

Glasgow
	Workshop 2 

Jim Taylor

Director of Education and Support Services 

The Scottish Society for Autism
	Workshop 3

Scottish Autism Service Network

Gill West, Development Officer

	Title:

Background to research and practical strategies for working with children who have autism spectrum disorder and blindness
	Title: 

“Design for Learning: Adapting the Environment to support the Learning Needs of Pupils with Autism”.


	Title: 

Autism spectrum disorder and the work of the service network


10.00 - 10.15 Welcome Address by Robin McKendrick, Scottish Executive

10.15 – 11.00 - Naomi Dale Consultant Clinical Psychologist at Great Ormond Street Hospital.  "Early signs of development setback and autism in infants with severe visual impairment". 

11.00 – 11.45 - Michael McCreadie, National Autistic Society, Depute Principal Daldorch House School and Continuing Education Centre

11.45 - 12.00 Questions

12.00 - 12.45 Lunch During lunch there will be a recital by Derek Paravicini.

12.45 – 1.30 Repeat of the Three Workshops

	Workshop 1

Anne Yelland, Monica McGeever, Elspeth Singleton 

Glasgow
	Workshop 2 

Jim Taylor

Director of Education and Support Services 

The Scottish Society for Autism
	Workshop 3

Scottish Autism Service Network

Gill West, Development Officer

	Title:

Background to research and practical strategies for working with children who have autism spectrum disorder and blindness
	Title: 

“Design for Learning: Adapting the Environment to support the Learning Needs of Pupils with Autism”.


	Title: 

Autism Spectrum Disorder and the work of the service network




Chair – Professor  Aline-Wendy Dunlop Director National Centre for Autism Studies, University of Strathclyde

1.30 – 2.00 Speaker Linda Pring Professor of Psychology Goldsmiths College, University of London. "Autism and Blindness: building on the sum of their parts".

2.00  - 2.45 Speaker Professor Gordon Dutton Consultant Paediatric Ophthalmologist Yorkhill Hospital for Sick Children, Glasgow. "Autism Spectrum Disorder and Visual Impairment - An alternative view".

2.45 – 3.00 Evaluation and Questions

3.00 - 3.15 Closing Speech - John Legg Director RNIB Scotland
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